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Save the Date for the 2012 Women Build - May 5, 2012

LADY EAGLES PITCH IN FOR HABITAT

The Florida Gulf Coast University (FGCU) Lady Eagles softball team 
stepped up to the plate on September 17, trading their bats and 
gloves for hammers and drills to help Habitat for Humanity rehab 
a home for a deserving family in Lee County. The girls pitched in 
to clean, paint, lay tile and install window blinds, among other 
projects.

Lady Eagle centerfielder Mariah Fernandez is the daughter of 
Habitat for Humanity Director Miguel C. Fernandez, III. When 
Fernandez learned that FGCU Softball Coach Dave Deiros was 
looking for new ways for the team to give back to their community 
he suggested the Lady Eagles participate in a Volunteer Day. The 
team-building project would also help Deiros achieve his goal 
for developing a more cohesive group of players, since the team 
evolves yearly.

“It was a really meaningful experience for them,” said Fernandez. 
“They were super excited about helping a family realize the 
American Dream. The players conversed throughout the day 
while they worked, wondering if the family would like what they 
had helped finish. They took a lot of pride in their work and were 
meticulous in their efforts.”  The positive experience has the FGCU 
Lady Eagles encouraging everyone to “step up to the plate” and 
“pitch in” with Habitat for Humanity.

Peace of mind. What does it mean to an Army veteran who 
has served multiple tours overseas, including a recent 
deployment to war-torn Afghanistan? Affordable home 
ownership. “When you own your home, you have a peace 
of mind and you can focus on the future,” says Habitat 
homeowner Patricia Perry. “Money can cause all kinds of 
problems and keep you from living peacefully.”

Patricia knows.  In 2004 she returned from a four year 
overseas tour hoping to settle into a home of her own. 
“I looked everywhere for a house but the median home 
price at that time was $150,000.  This was way out of my 
reach.  The interest I would have to pay over a 30-year 
mortgage would have been astronomical for a single-
parent household.”

Patricia’s sister owns a Habitat home and suggested 
Patricia pursue homeownership through Habitat. At first 
Patricia was concerned about being able to fulfill her 
sweat equity hours. She learned through her experience 
to reach out to university students who have a need to 
fulfill their graduation requirement for community service 
hours and encourages other homeowners to do the same. 
“Don’t let the sweat equity hours scare you.  You can do 
it!  There are lots of people in our community who would 
love to help.” Patricia purchased her in home in 2004, “and 
I have never regretted it.  In fact, I highly recommend it.”

The low mortgage payments and the budgeting classes 
Habitat provides laid the groundwork for Patricia to 
achieve another of her goals – a college education. “My 
goal in life was to get an education. The extra income that 

Habitat Salutes Veterans 
Soldier Finds Peace…    

                 in a Habitat Home
I accumulated due 
to the no-interest 
Habitat mortgage 
afforded me the 
opportunity to 
attend college.”  
Patricia graduated 
from Florida Gulf Coast University with a degree in Marketing 
and is currently pursuing a Masters Degree in the medical 
field. 

Her life, however, has not been all devoted to textbooks. 
Patricia re-enlisted in the Army in 2008 and now serves 
in the Army Reserves.  As an Army Veterinary Technician 
she works with military working dogs and with Zoonotic 
Disease Control. She recently returned from a deployment 
in Afghanistan where she took care of dogs and other 
livestock from agencies of varying countries.  “It was a great 
experience and I enjoyed it most of time, although there 
were a lot of scary times,” she recalled.

The experience in Afghanistan reinforced her appreciation 
for living in the U.S. and for Habitat. “There is no other 
opportunity like we have in the United States.  Here Habitat 
for Humanity offers families an opportunity to purchase a 
home, which truly allows you to reach those goals that you 
never thought you could.”  

Habitat would like to thank Patricia, and soldiers everywhere, 
for their selfless sacrifice. We are thrilled to know that through 
affordable home ownership we were able to provide Patricia 
with peace…peace of mind.

Your donations are appreciated and every dollar you 
spend helps Habitat provide affordable homeownership 
for those in need. All donations are tax deductible and 
any large donation can be picked up by calling (239) 
652-0388.

Store Hours: Tues. thru Sat. 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Donation Hours: Tues. thru Sat. 10:00  a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
For more information: (239) 652-0388

31 Willis Road
North Fort Myers, FL 33903

COMING SOON!

Mark Your Calendars Now!

BLACK FRIDAY SALES EVENT
November 25, 2011

Lots of awesome bargains on hidden treasures.  

A new Restore to Bonita Springs!
Visit www.habitat4humanity.org
and Facebook at Habitatleecounty 

for updated status.

FGCU softball 
team members 
Shelby Morgan 

(left) and 
Kelsey Carpenter
having fun and 
hitting a home 
run for Habitat.
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President & CEO 
Katherine Green

kittyg@habitat4humanity.org
Finance 

Richard Shera, Jr.
richards@habitat4humanity.org

Family Services
Tanya Soholt

tanyas@habitat4humanity.org
Community Outreach

Susie Ellis
susiee@habitat4humanity.org

Construction
Jackie Williams

jackiew@habitat4humanity.org
ReStore

Donna Marie Clavin
donnac@habitat4humanity.org

ReStore
31 Willis Road - North Fort Myers, FL  33903

(239) 652-0388
Habitat Office

1288 North Tamiami Trail - Fort Myers, FL 33903
(239) 652-0434 Fax: (239) 652-0386

www.habitat4humanity.org

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
James Adams - Chairman
Judge, Lee County Court

Denis Noah - Vice Chairman
Henderson, Franklin, Starnes & Holt, PA

Donny Andrews - Secretary
Denmark Interiors

Sharon Thompson - Treasurer
Hughes, Snell & Co., P.A.

Glenn Bailey
Colonial Roofing
Roger Brownell

Golf and Electric Vehicles, Inc.
Carl Joseph Coleman

Fowler White Boggs
Dave Dale

Owen-Ames-Kimball
Miguel Fernandez III

Attorney at Law
Joann Golden 

Chicos and Habitat Homeowner
Teri Hansen, APR
Priority Marketing

William Lentz
Retired Business Owner

Brian Lucas
Bonita Bay Group
Shawn McIntyre

North American Properties-SE, Inc.
Evette Teal-Richardson

Palm Auto Mall
Scott Robertson

SUNZ Insurance Company
Sandy Robinson

Northern Trust Bank 
Duane Swanson, Jr.

Raymond Building Supply
Bill Valenti

Florida Gulf Bank
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Home Builder - $50,000 and Up

COMMUNITIES RAISE ROOFS

Habitat for Humanity is very thankful for our faithful supporters.  Thank 
you for helping us to further the mission of Habitat for Humanity of 
Lee and Hendry Counties.  If you have questions regarding giving 
opportunities, please contact Susie Ellis at (239) 652-1695

the effort within his or her congregation. 
The Building on Faith program is planned 
as a short-term fundraising effort – a month 
of Sundays during which the program is 
promoted through whatever means the 
church allows. A Habitat representative will be 
available to introduce the congregation to the 
program on the first Sunday and will assist the 
Champion in keeping the goal chart up to date. 

The Building on Faith program has adopted 
the words of the Apostle James in verbalizing 
its mission: “I will show you my faith by what 
I do.” (James 2:18) To participate in the 
program, please contact Habitat Director of 
Development Kari Hennagin at (239) 652-1696 
or email her at karih@habitat4humanity.org.

Welcome Kari Hennagin and Nickole Hendra

l  

l  

Habitat Meets Challenges and Achieves Goals in 2010

From the Desk of CEO/President Kitty C. Green

PGA of South Florida Section

Master Builder Club - $25,000 - $49,999
Anonymous
Whirlpool Corporation

Foundation Club - $10,000 - $24,999
Bonita Storage Inn
Mr. Bruce Carlton Craft and Ms. Heather Ann Craft
Mr. and Mrs. Brant Donalson

Wall Builders Club - $2,500 - $9,999
Aztec Insurance Company
Hunter Douglas
Ms. Francine Smylie 
Mr. Raymond O. Garcia
Lowe’s Home Center, Inc.
Ms. Kathleen A. Rise and John Del Dosso
Riverdale Dental Associates
Rotary Club of Fort Myers
Rotary Club of Fort Myers South
St. Michael and All Angels Episcopal Church
Mr. & Mrs. Art Steidel
Valspar
Woodyard & Associates, LLC

Framing Club - $1,200 - $2,499
All Florida Appraisals, LLC
Bonita Springs-Estero Association of Realtors
Century Link
Johnson & Johnson /Matching Gifts Program
KW Property Management, LLC

l  

l  

l  

Many Thanks

Funds received from July thru September, 2011.

n Interior Demo Crew	 n Exterior Demo Crew 
n Rehab Crew	 	 n Warehouse
n ReStore		  n    Office Work
n Special Events 		  n    Fundraising

Volunteer Opportunties Available

If you would like to volunteer, call 239.652.1684 or visit 
www.habitat4humanitry.org to sign up online and see 
the many volunteer opportunities.

Rehabs, Remediates, and Remains Within Budget

The past fiscal year has been a whirlwind, as we 
put families into 70 homes – almost double the 
number of home closings from the previous year! 
Every one of those homes was an existing home 
that we rehabilitated to be like new, so our efforts 
also reduced the available housing stock in our 
market, and helped to stabilize neighborhoods.

We also rose to the challenge of remediating the 
homeowner-occupied homes that were discovered 
to contain Chinese drywall.  We remediated a total 
of 20 homes, moving the homeowners back in 
to their like-new homes.  The work was done by 
our own staff and volunteers, with the advice and 

assistance of many.  We were able to defray a substantial amount of the cost of this work 
thanks to Lee County, an anonymous foundation and many individual donors.  In the new 
year we will remediate the balance of eight remaining homes.

Helping 70 families face a more secure future is a great accomplishment, but it pales before 
the need.  This year 630 families attended an orientation session to learn about Habitat’s 
program.  Our currently projected revenues suggest we will be able to help only 10% of 
those families in the 2011-2012 fiscal year.

Because of you, Habitat’s program works.  Sixteen partner families fully satisfied their 
mortgages this year, a feat that less than one-third of U.S. homeowners can claim to have 
accomplished. With your support, we can continue to provide an opportunity for families 
to find hope, confidence and respect. 

As this issue of Habitat Happenings went to press, 
the Verandah community was preparing for its 4th 
annual “Race the Roof” fundraising event, held on 
October 29. Presented by Verandah and 1st Bank, 
“Race the Roof” features an 8K Race sanctioned by 
the Fort Myers Track Club, a 2 Mile Walk and a Tot 
Trot. Verandah has already completed one home 
since partnering with Habitat and has raised more 
than 60% toward their goal of sponsoring another.

Fundraising is kicking into high gear in other communities 
as well, as they prepare for the influx of seasonal residents. 
Pelican Landing, Shadow Wood and Bonita Bay are 
each building a home in Renaissance at Rosemary 
Park in Bonita Springs. These will be the first newly 
constructed  homes, as opposed to rehab projects in 
a couple of years, and all of the volunteers are excited 
about the opportunity to build from the ground up. 

Pelican Landing kicks off its 9th Habitat build with a 
launch party on November 10. This is the first time they 
have hosted their launch party on the actual building 
site. Pelican Landing residents have supported Habitat 
since 2003, raising more than $450,000 over the years.

Shadow Wood follows suit in early December 
with their build. Residents of Shadow Wood 
have sponsored 20 homes over the past 8 years, 
raising more than $960,000 through letter writing 
campaigns, golf tournaments and auctions.

Bonita Bay neighborhood captains will be gathering in 
early February to strategize for their community’s 2012 
fundraising. Through the efforts of these dedicated 
volunteers and the community’s generous residents, 
Bonita Bay has raised more than $1.2 million, providing 
affordable home ownership to 26 families since 
1996! They will actually begin building in January.

Miromar Lakes has built a home each year since 2007, 
raising close to $200,000. A “Welcome Back” appreciation 
event will be held in early November. Miromar Lakes 
residents are “gambling” on another successful Habitat 
build with a casino night fundraiser in January. 

PELICAN LANDING

SHADOW WOOD

BONITA BAY

MIROMAR LAKES

Habitat for Humanity of Lee and Hendry 
Counties, Inc. is once again reaching out to 
members of the faith community in Southwest 
Florida with its Building on Faith program. 
The goal of the program is for members of 
area churches to work together to sponsor 
a Habitat home. Habitat has prepared a tool 
box for the Building on Faith program that 
includes a video; donation envelopes; written 
material explaining the program which can 
be included in a church’s bulletin, newsletter 
or other communications efforts; a visual 
goal chart for display in the church and a 
t-shirt for the Church Champion to wear.

The Church Champion is the individual in each 
church who has committed to organizing 

Local Churches Asked to Build on Faith

Kitty Green, CEO/President celebrates Habitat’s 
70th closing with new homeowner Maria Perez.


