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CAUSES

Habitat for Humanity of Lee and Hendry Counties is helping a local U.S. Army veteran achieve his dream of homeown-

ership through its second annual Veterans Build program. h Osvaldo, who now serves as a police officer in Fort Myers, is

one of many veterans facing housing challenges after transitioning from the military to civilian life. Currently, he shares

a single bedroom in his parent’s house with his wife and their 2-year-old daughter and rents a storage unit for additional

space to keep his family’s belongings. Several of Osvaldo’s family members, including his parents, have also become

homeowners through Habitat.

On Oct. 26, Habitat volunteers, sponsors
and fellow veterans assisted Osvaldo in
building and raising the exterior walls of his
future home in Lehigh Acres. The single-
family home will feature three bedrooms
and two bathrooms once complete. 

“Housing is probably the most stressful
situation for me right now,” Osvaldo said.
“I’m 32, and honestly, providing my family
with the space they need will be one of the
greatest achievements in my life so far.”

Osvaldo is originally from Mexico, where
his two older brothers served in the military.
After moving to the United States, he decid-
ed to join the U.S. Army. Osvaldo will be the
second veteran to have his home built
through Habitat’s Veterans Build program,
which started in 2023.

Habitat’s Veterans Build program aims to
partner with local veterans to provide de-
cent housing, an affordable mortgage and
the skills to succeed. Osvaldo will com-
plete 300 hours of sweat equity, more than
20 hours of homeownership and financial
literacy classes, and will pay $2,000 for
the closing costs of his home through Hab-
itat’s Affordable Homeownership Pro-

Osvaldo, pictured with his wife, will be the second veteran to have his home built through Habitat’s Veterans Build program, which
started in 2023. PHOTOS PROVIDED BY HABITAT FOR HUMANITY

VETERANS BUILD
Habitat for Humanity, volunteers raise walls of local veteran’s future home

On Oct. 26, Habitat volunteers, sponsors and fellow veterans assisted Osvaldo in
building and raising the exterior walls of his future home in Lehigh Acres.
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See VETERANS, Page 3C

On Nov. 7, nearly 250 Southwest Floridians joined
forces to fight hunger, raising $155,000 at Community
Cooperative’s 18th annual Becoming Cosmopolitan:
Mad About Hunger event at The Ranch Concert Hall &
Saloon in Fort Myers. This Mad Hatter-themed eve-
ning brought the community together for an unfor-
gettable tea party filled with treats, cocktails, an

imaginative silent auction, and endless fun—all in
support of a critical cause.

“This success wouldn’t have been possible
without the unwavering generosity of our spon-
sors, the outstanding entertainment, and the
amazing volunteers who gave their all to make this
event a triumph,” said Stefanie Ink Edwards, CEO
of Community Cooperative. “We are deeply grate-
ful for the dedication of our community, financial
supporters, volunteers, board members and staff.

Together, we’re making a real difference for those in
need.”

Special thanks to incredible sponsors, including
FineMark National Bank & Trust as Presenting Spon-
sor, Friends of Kevin Ruane as Queen of Hearts Spon-
sor, and so many others who made this event possi-
ble. In-kind sponsors like Florida Weekly, Flower
Path, Lady Cakes, and G3 Catering also played a huge 

Mad About Hunger raises $155,000 for Community Cooperative
Special to Fort Myers News-Press

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

See HUNGER, Page 3C
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CONSUMER WARNING
Impact window prices will be increasing 

as a result of Hurricane Milton

AS FLORIDA’S #1  

PROVIDER OF IMPACT 

WINDOWS, FHIA HAS 

CREATED A SPECIAL 

PARTNERSHIP WITH OUR 

MANUFACTURER TO HOLD 

PRE-HURRICANE PRICES 

FOR A LIMITED TIME!

*Ask for details, minimum purchase may be required. Limit one per household. (1) New orders only for appointments scheduled between 11/1/2024 and 11/30/2024. Not valid with any other 
offer or previous purchase. (2) Financing available with minimum purchase and approved credit. All financing is provided by unaffiliated third-party lenders. Price and payments may vary based 

on products and time of purchase. (3) Licensed and Insured FL CGC1519922; CCC1336090. See website for all offer details. Offers are subject to change without notice until time of purchase

0 Interest 0 Payments 
for 18 months*

239-276-6239

Schedule your appointment today with our 

in-person representative to receive a coupon 

to receive special access to Pre-Hurricane 

Pricing Guaranteed!

KEEP COUPON. SHOW AT CONSULTATION. LIMITED AVAILABILITY.

STEP 1
Meet with Design 

Consultant to learn 
what window is best 

for you.

STEP 4
Enjoy new, upgraded 

windows with a 
lifetime warranty!

STEP 2
Remove old windows 

and prepare the 
frame for new 

windows.

STEP 3
Factory Certified 

Installers install new 
windows.

YOUR PEACEFUL ESCAPE IS HERE

 
30%

OFF

ALL 

PERGOLAS 

AND 

PRODUCTS*

The #1 Pergola Brand Worldwide
25,000+ Satisfied customers worldwide

CALL TODAY TO TALK 

WITH AN EXPERT 877-660-0846

BLACK
FRIDAY
BLACK
FRIDAY

offer good through 11/08/24-12/01/24

gram.
“As we raise the walls of Osvaldo’s fu-

ture home, we also build a foundation of
hope and opportunity for him and his
family,” said Elisha Baird, VP of Re-
source and Development for Habitat for
Humanity of Lee and Hendry Counties.
“Through our Veterans Build program,
Habitat for Humanity is dedicated to

addressing the unique housing chal-
lenges faced by those who have served.
We are honored to partner with veterans
like Osvaldo as we help them achieve
the stability they deserve.”

The Veterans Build initiative opens
the door for partnerships with sponsors,
individual donors, community organi-
zations and volunteers to build homes
with veterans to help them achieve their
dreams of homeownership. 

For more information or to become a
sponsor, visit
Habitat4Humanity.org/Veterans-Build. 

The Veterans Build initiative opens the door for partnerships with sponsors,
individual donors, community organizations and volunteers to build homes with
veterans to help them achieve their dreams of homeownership.
PROVIDED BY HABITAT FOR HUMANITY 

Veterans
Continued from Page 1C

role in bringing this event to life.
The funds raised will help fuel vital

programs like Sam’s Community Café
and Kitchen, Meals on Wheels, mobile

food pantries, social and education re-
sources, and more. But the need
doesn’t stop here. With hunger and
homelessness continuing to impact
countless lives in Southwest Florida,
ongoing support is essential. To do-
nate, volunteer, or learn more about
Community Cooperative’s mission,
visit communitycooperative.com.

A Red Queen performer at Becoming Cosmopolitan’s Mad About Hunger event at
The Ranch. PROVIDED BY COMMUNITY COOPERATIVE

Hunger
Continued from Page 1C


